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Hog cholera. 

In regard to the hog epizootic, the appearance of which I reported on 
February 16, Dr. Barradas has made a report founded on his special 
investigations. He says that the epidemic originated among a drove of 
20 hogs sold by a merchant at Bananal. All the places through which 
those hogs have passed were speedily infected, especially Bananal and 
its vicinity, where the hogs have been almost exterminated. The dead 
animals were thrown into the river of Bananal, and the epidemic spread 
largely along both sides of the river as far as Sandade. By secretions 
of the animals, by the wind and by running water, and by people, who 
have had to work with the animals, the infectious matter has been fur- 
ther spread. In that locality from 3,000 to 4,000 animals died of the 
disease. The disease has been found to be real hog cholera, with essen- 
tial participation of the lungs pneumo- enteritis. It was bacteriologically 
possible to obtain the specific microorganism of the disease. 

Relation of natality to mortality. 

In regard to the decided disproportion between natality and mortality 
in the city of Bio de Janeiro, to which I have had occasion to refer in 
my annual reports, Dr. Bulhoes Carvalho has made a valuable commu- 
nication to the Academy of Medicine. The following shows distinctly 
that disproportion : In 1893, 13,527 deaths. 13,825 births. In 1894, 
19,360 deaths, 13,485 births. In 1895, 18,226 deaths, 14,535 births 
In 1896, 19,275 deaths, 14,425 births. 

On account, however, of the fluctuating character of the population 
of Bio de Janeiro, this disproportion is much less unfavorable than is 
apparently the case. Moreover, it may be positively asserted, that the 
reported number of deaths is entirely correct, but that many births are 
not reported, and that in the civil registration there are many omissions. 
It is rare that a Brazilian family is not, on an average, composed of 5 
children. 

As an important cause of that disproportion, may be considered the 
large numbers of deaths in consequence of insufficient hygienic measures ; 
for instance, in the year 1893, when there was no serious epidemic pre- 
vailing, the number of births exceeded the deaths. 

The second factor is the insufficient number of survivors among the 
children born to compensate for the mortality resulting from the lack of 
hygienic precautions. This is shown by the following table of the 
mortality among children under 5 years of age. 
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3,736 
4,360 
5,407 

4,807 


12,398 
18,366 
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30.1 


1894 
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31 6 


1896 


26.4 







As third factor Dr. Bulhoes Carvalho calls attention to the fact of the 
prevalence of intermarriage among Brazilians, which prevents the 
introduction of fresh blood for promoting the fecundity and vigor of 
the race. 

Statistical data show that foreigners seldom marry here. Marriages 
between foreigners and Brazilian ladies are not frequent ; still less is 
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the number of marriages of foreigners with each other, and extremely 
insignificant is the number of marriages between Brazilians and foreign 
women. Here foreigners, with the exception of the Portuguese, con- 
tribute very little to the increase of the population ; they do not usually 
become permanent residents. Very different are the circumstances at 
Buenos Ayres. There marriages between natives and foreigners amount 
to 23 per cent, of natives with each other, only 15 per cent, and of 
foreigners with each other, about 6 per cent. In Eio de Janeiro mar- 
riages of Brazilians with each other amount to more than 50 per cent. 

The city of Sao Paulo in this respect resembles Buenos Ayres more 
than Eio de Janeiro. In that city during the year 1895, for instance, 
stillbirths excluded, the number of births of children of foreign parents 
was 5,407, against 1,659 births of children of Brazilian parents ; that is, 
76.5 per cent against 23.5 per cent. In 806 marriages at least one of 
the contracting parties was a foreigner, and there were only 304 mar- 
riages in which the contracting parties were Brazilians, the proportion 
being consequently 65.7 per cent to 24.3 per cent. 

Just as in the Argentine Republic, the Italian immigration has con- 
tributed to the amelioration of the Spanish blood, so it is also necessary 
that Brazil receive an infusion of foreign blood, which would exercise 
a beneficial influence in the development of the nation. The Portu- 
guese blood is no longer sufficient to continue to promote the develop- 
ment of the Brazilian race. This is proved by the progress of Sao 
Paulo under the influence of Italian immigration. There the Italians 
have been acclimatized and have permanently settled. 

Bills of health. 

Since last report the following- named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : April 13, schooner Wm. T. 
Bosch, American, for United States via Barbados. April 15, schooner 
Cashier, Russian, for Pensacola ; bark Amy, American, for Baltimore. 
April 17, steamship Livorno, German, for New York ; steamship Cava 
vellas, French, for New Orleans. April 19; steamship Coleridge, British, 
for New York ; steamship Asiatic Prince, British, for New York. 
Respectfully, yours, Wm. Havelburg, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Shanghai quarantines against Hongkong. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

Shanghai, China, April 18, 1899. 
Sir : I beg to report that Shanghai has declared Hongkong infected 
by the plague, and has established an inspection and quarantine for 
vessels coming from that port. 

The O. and O. S. S. Gaelic arriving to-day from Hongkong reports a 
Chinese passenger dead from the plague on board yesterday. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Goodnow, 
Consul General, TJ. S. A., Hongkong. 
The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 



